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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:  

 
See the flyer in the following pages. 
 

 
Helping your Child with Reading at Home 
https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/time-tell-
parents-truth-about-helping-their-kids-reading 
Below is an excerpt from an article that appeared in an online publication called 

Reading Rockets. The portion of the article below provides some guidance on how 
you can help your child with their reading at home.   
Here are a few examples of how adults can really help: 
Listen to your child read daily. Research has shown that, once kids are reading, it is 
helpful to read aloud to someone. I encourage parents to use the Pause, Prompt, 

Praise (3P) approach for this activity:                                      

• Pause: When the child makes a mistake, Pause… give him/her a chance to 
correct it. Don’t butt in until the child gets to the next punctuation point or 
where it is obvious that the error isn’t getting fixed.                     

• Prompt: When a child makes a mistake, you can prompt him/her to sound 

out the word better (look at that again… sound it out… what if we break the 
word there?) or to use the meaning (does that make sense?… what should 

that say?). If the child doesn’t get the word after one prompt, tell the word 
and keep going.                    

https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/time-tell-parents-truth-about-helping-their-kids-reading
https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/time-tell-parents-truth-about-helping-their-kids-reading


• Praise: Praise the child for anything he/she does well (you read that great, 

you made a mistake but you fixed it, etc.). 

Corrective Feedback 
Another useful method of assisting your child with reading development is to 
provide corrective feedback. Below are directions on how to provide corrective 
feedback.  
 

Corrective Feedback for accuracy and 
comprehension: 

 

Step 1: Find a partner for paired reading. 

Step 2: Take turns alternating reading one sentence at a time. 
 

Step 3: The listener waits until the reader finishes reading the sentence 
and if it’s not 100% accurate;  

Step 4: The listener politely says, “Again, please!”. 

Step 5: If the reader does not correct the word on the second read , the 
partner may help by telling the word. 
 

* If the listener is an adult, and the miscue is not corrected 
on the second read, the listener asks the reader to spell the 
word. Spelling the word forces the reader to process all the 
letters. 
 

Students who lose their place or guess at words while 
reading should be encouraged to read with a tracker and 
cover affixes to identify the base word. 



 

 

Reading interesting and enjoyable books on a wide variety of 
topics fuels imagination, vocabulary and background 
knowledge. 
 

                                  
 

Slay the Guessing Monster! 

 

Corrective Feedback for parental buddy reading: 

 

Step 1: Find a well rested child with a full belly, a good 
book and a quiet spot. 

 

Step 2: Take turns alternating reading one sentence at a 
time.  
              (This allows the child to balance decoding with 
comprehension.) 

 

Step 3: The listener waits until the reader finishes reading 
the sentence and if the   



              readers' words do not match the text exactly 
(100%)... 

 

Step 4: The listener politely says, “Again, please!”. 
 

Step 5: If the reader does not correct the word on the 
second read, the partner may help by asking the child to 
spell the word aloud (This focuses attention on all the 
letters and usually results in the correct word). If it’s a 
word the child most                        
likely doesn’t know the meaning of, or if things are 
getting tense, it’s better to 

just correct the error. 

 

Readers who lose their place or guess at words while reading 
should be encouraged to track their reading with a finger or 
small piece of paper. Covering prefixes and suffixes helps 
readers to identify the base word for meaning and word 
structure. 

 



PRACTICING OUR 
PROSODY! 

from pros "to, forward, near" (see pros-) + ōidē "song, poem" (see ode). 
1580s, from French ode (c. 1500), from Late Latin ode "lyric song," 

 

Prosody: a reader’s ability to 

modulate their voice and use 
appropriate expression when reading 

aloud 
 

 
Reflex Math Fact Fluency 
 

Throughout the school year students are engaged in continued enhancement of their math 
facts. One way this is accomplished is through use of an online, game-based program called 
Reflex. Reflex helps students master their basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 
facts.  Your child has been using the Reflex program here in school and in the case of some 
classes, at home as well.  
 

Since Reflex is an online program, your child has the opportunity to continue using the program 
at home from any device with internet access. To access Reflex, please follow the steps below 
or download the Reflex Student app for iPad users. 

• Go to https://www.reflexmath.com 
• Click “Login” in the upper right hand corner 
• Students should login with the username and student password listed below 

 

Each session in Reflex takes approximately 15 minutes. Students are encouraged to 
login to Reflex at least 3 times per week at home or at school and get a Green Light.  
“Getting the Green Light is how students can gain improved math fact fluency as 
quickly and efficiently as possible! The Green Light—located in the upper right 
corner of the screen—illuminates once a student answers a certain number of 
facts correctly on a given day. This marks the completion of a good day’s math 
fact fluency practice. During each Reflex session, Green Light progress is 
measured by a ring around the indicator light in the upper right of the screen. As 
a student advances through their session, the ring will fill in green. Once the ring 
is full, the indicator light will turn green. This means the student has reached the 
Green Light. They can now log out, or if time allows, spend their tokens at the 

https://www.etymonline.com/word/pros-
https://www.etymonline.com/word/ode
https://www.reflexmath.com/


Reflex store.Although the Green Light depends on students correctly answering 
facts, not time used, students can typically get the Green Light in 15 minutes of 
concentrated use. For best results, students should get the Green Light at least 
three days a week.” https://www.explorelearning.com/resources/insights/green-light-
goal-reflex 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
TOLLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

2024-2025 CALENDAR 
Please note:  You can access this calendar on the school’s website or by 

clicking the link below: 
Approved-2024-2025 BOE Calendar.pdf - Google Drive 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SAfzko2IuhJaAKY5Y5Nl1_sSFOze6Y1h/view


 



 
  



 
 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 

MARCH        

13-22  Scholastic Bookfair 

15 Silly Hair Day 

20 EARLY RELEASE 

NEW:    21 Music Times Three Concert, APR, 6:30 

NEW:   22 Rescheduled Grade 5 Dance, APR, 6-8 (parents required to attend) 

26 Curriculum Night at TIS (see flyer below) 

27 Fifth Grade Career Day (see flyer) 

28 GRADE 3 TO WADSWORTH 9:15-11:45, Williams 

28 Career Dress Up Day 

29 NO SCHOOL 

 

 

  



Wadsworth Atheneum 

 Field Trip Schedule 

 

 

Day 

Date 
  

Teachers 

 

Wednesday  

 

2/28 

  
 

Babiec 

Stern 

 

Thursday  
2/29   

 

Dudas 

Fitzgerald (Jones) 

 

Wednesday  
3/6   

 

Arner 

Zevallos 

 

Thursday 
  

3/28   

 

Williams 

 

 

  



NEW ITEMS THIS WEEK: 

 



 

  



 

  



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS: 

GRADE 3 

Mrs. Babiec’s class recently visited the Wadsworth Museum

     

    

        



Third graders have been working hard since we returned from our Winter break.  We 

have also had a lot of fun watching them play in our quickly melting snow.  Let’s hope 

for a little more before the winter is over.  Please send your child to school with a winter 

jacket, snow pants, gloves, a hat and boots to play in the snow.  Boots are good even 

when there isn’t snow, so they can play on the field even when it is a bit muddy.   

 In Bridges Math we are finishing up Unit 4, which focused on telling time and 

measurement.  We used clocks to tell time to the nearest minute.  Your child will use a 

number line to answer questions about elapsed time.  You can help at home by 

encouraging them to read clocks and figuring out how long different activities take to 

complete.  We will be moving on to Unit 5 in the next week or so.  Unit 5 focuses more 

on multiplication, division and area.  We’ll review fact families, connect multiplication 

and division with workplaces and word problems.  As always, you can help at home by 

practicing math facts with your child.   

 In Language Arts we are in Unit 3 and moving on to Unit 4 of the Journeys 

program.  We have read texts about how technology has helped to advance the sports that 

we do.  This week we read a trickster tale called Tops and Bottoms.  Third graders 

focused on sequence of events, text and graphic features and plural nouns.   In the 

upcoming weeks we’ll read a Cherokee Legend, and focus on comparing and contrasting, 

as well as story messages. Aero and Officer Mike was an informational text about a 

police dog and his partner.  Students learned about text features and how service animals 

help in the community.  We’ll be moving on to Units 7 and 8 in Fundations where we 

learn about changing y to i in open syllables and pluralizing words.  

 We have begun the Science unit the Case of the Odd Motions.  Your child will be 

learning about forces and motion.  We have fun experiments for pushes and pulls, 

gravity, static electricity, and magnetism.   

 Our classes have been going to the Wadsworth Atheneum over the last couple of 

weeks.  The students, teachers and parents really enjoyed this trip.  Students were taken 

on a tour by a docent to see artwork that focused on the People and Places in CT.  They 

saw a picture frame, baby cradle, and chair made from the wood of the famous Charter 

Oak tree.  The Wadsworth Atheneum is a beautiful museum, and we told the students to 

ask you to go back so they could explore more. I encourage you to check out their 

website for kid friendly activities on the weekend.   
 

  

GRADE 4 

The month of February flew by-even with the extra day! 

 

We have concluded February’s Number Corner which focused largely on geometry, 

measurement, and fractions. Students learned to use a protractor to measure and draw 

angles. Throughout the month, students identified, compared, and classified lines, angles, 

and polygons. As we move into March, Number Corner activities will extend our 

learning of fractions and decimals. A focus will also be on patterns and functions. Fourth 

grade students continue to work with standard and metric units of measurement for time, 

length, weight, and volume. 



 

In Language Arts, we started Unit 3, “Inside Nature.” This unit focuses on non-fiction 

selections about understanding what’s happening in the natural world around us.  This 

unit aligns nicely with the next social studies unit. Students have been engaged in non-

fiction writing skills, such as research, planning, and drafting an informational piece of 

writing. 

 

As students wrap up their erosion performance task, we will move to our next unit in 

Social Studies which focuses on the Northeast Region. 

 

We continue to encourage students to read and practice their math skills at 

home.  Remember that Reflex Math, Frax, and IXL can be accessed at home and provide 

students with excellent opportunities to improve their skills. 

 

Our upcoming selections in Journeys focus on story structure, fact and opinion, 

understanding characters, conclusions and generalizations, and author’s purpose. 

The students will be working on informational writing. 

 

Fourth grade students are working diligently to master fractions and decimals, using 

various strategies and manipulatives. We continue to use IXL and Reflex Math to 

strengthen our skills, as well as FRAX to complete missions involving fractions. 

 

In science, we are well into our second unit, which focuses on landforms and features 

around the world, wave patterns, and how our environment is constantly changing. The 

driving essential questions of this unit include:  

• Why do waves affect the erosion of earth features? 

• How do earth processes affect humans, and how do humans affect earth 

processes? 

Students are using background knowledge from our first unit to make connections, and 

they will showcase what they've learned through a performance task assessment 

beginning in February. Students will be developing a plan (and potentially building a 

small model) to help control coastline erosion. We're excited to see what they come up 

with! 

 

 Students have been learning about world geography and map reading skills in social 

studies. Recently, students have begun creating their own fun-themed continents to 

showcase what they've learned about the features of maps. We've got some great maps in 

the works so far including Ice Cream Island, Mario World, Soccerland, and so much 

more. Ask your 4th grader all about it! Our next until will include studies about the 

Northeast region. 

 



Mrs. Merritt and Mrs. Hurley’s class celebrate Read Across America Day

  

    

GRADE 5 

It has been an exciting winter in 5th grade! Fifth Graders have been working hard on their 

monthly genre book reports. So far, we have covered realistic fiction, mystery, historical 

fiction, fantasy, Nutmeg Award, biography and we are completing a science fiction text 

for the month of March. What has been your child’s favorite so far? We love seeing all of 

the amazing texts students are choosing each month! For the month of April, we will be 

reading poetry! 

 

In ELA, students are well into reading our second novel “The Phantom Tollbooth,” by 

Norton Juster. This entertaining book used literal and figurative language for a play on 

words. Students will soon begin our last module for fifth grade, “Breaking Barriers.” In 

this module students will read the text, “We Are the Ship,” by Kadir Nelson. Students 

will learn how sports affect how people view each other, to create opportunities for 

people, and to help people overcome and challenge barriers. Students will read and 



research a variety of informational texts about individual athletes, coaches, teams, and 

organizations to answer the question: How can sports influence individuals and societies? 

 

In Social Studies, students continue to learn about Early Settlements and Colonization. 

They are investigating the essential question, “How did colonization affect and change 

the freedom of various groups?” They are also investigating what life was like for various 

groups of people after colonization. Students will compare and contrast the three regions 

of the English colonies (New England, Middle, Southern) during the 1600s. Students 

have also been practicing their skills using IXL. 

In Math, students are wrapping up their learning on multiplying and dividing whole 

numbers and decimals. Students learned ratio tables, partial product, area model, standard 

algorithm and many other strategies! They learned new workplace games such as beat the 

calculator, estimate and check, lowest remainder wins, and multiplication battle. Our next 

unit will be on multiplying and dividing fractions.  

In Science, we are wrapping up our ecosystems unit by learning about the human impact 

we have on various ecosystems. Students' final assessment will be to make a new home 

for the Golden Jellyfish and explain all the needs for the ecosystem to survive and thrive. 

In Trimester 3, we will move into our next unit on water phenomena.  

 

  



            Grades 5, 6, 7 & 8  

Band Step Up Concert  

Monday, March 18, 2024 (Snow 

date: March 19) 

Location: Tolland Middle School Auditorium 

Arrive: 6:30 p.m. 

Grade 5 band members report to room 120 with Mrs. Marchesani (located near side door 

to auditorium)  

Grade 6, 7, 8  band members report to the band room with Ms. Titus. 

Attire: casual ☺ 

Schedule: 

6:30 p.m. Students arrive to warm up. 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Students perform music. 

8:00-8:15 p.m. Clear stage, move equipment back to the band room. Miss Titus 

and Mrs. Marchesani will be available to answer questions at this time.  Please 

consider volunteering at the end of the concert to help clear the stage. We will 

move all chairs, music stands and percussion equipment to the band room. 

If your child needs special accommodations to participate in this activity, please contact 

Miss Titus at htitus@tolland.k12.ct.us 

Concert Set List: 

Grade 5 Band 

This Old Man 

This Old Dude 

 

Grade 5 & 6 Bands Combined 

Regal March 

 

Grades 6 & 7 Bands Combined 

Trumpet Voluntary 

Rockin’ Rondeau 

Rock Island Express 

 

Grades 6, 7 & 8 Bands Combined 

mailto:htitus@tolland.k12.ct.us


Hooked on a Feelin’ 

 

Grades 7 & 8 Bands Combined 

Pink Panther 

Birdland 

 

Encore: Grades 6, 7 & 8 Bands Combined 

Best Day of My Life 

 

 

 

 

**Keep this upper portion at home** 

 

Please fill out and return the permission slip on the next page 

 

 

 

 

  



Please detach and return to Mrs. Marchesani  

My child _____________________________________   will    will not    participate in 

the  

                                                                                               (circle one)  

Step Up Concert on March 18, 2024 (Snow date March 19).  I understand that student 

TMS arrival time is 6:30 pm and the Concert begins at 7:00 pm at Tolland Middle 

School.   

__________________________________________________ 

     Parent/guardian signature 

* Return detached slip to Mrs. Marchesani by Monday March 4, 2024 * 

 

 

  



Tolland Intermediate School  

96 Old Post Road 

Tolland, CT  06084 

 

 

 

Music Times Three 

March 21, 2024 Concert Information  
Attention: Members and Families 

Concert date:             Thursday evening, March 21, 2024 

Place:   Tolland Intermediate School APR 

Students arrive: 6:10 p.m. and report to room 226 

Concert begins: 6:30 p.m. 

Concert dress:            Appropriate for a performance  

Clothing should not be too warm since the children perform in a large group and it is always hotter on 

stage. For safety reasons, students should try not to wear heels, clogs, backless shoes, or flip-flops since 

the concert is staged on risers.  

 “BackStage”:        4 parent volunteers are needed  

I am looking forward to a fun-filled concert with your wonderful young musicians!     Please contact me 

with any questions or concerns.   

 

Thank you,  
Mrs. Norma Marchesani, Music Times Three Director 
nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us  860-870-6885 ext. 40226 
 

(Please cut off this lower portion and return to Mrs. Marchesani by March 15th) 

—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



I have read the Music Times Three concert information. 

I will bring my child to TIS room 226 at 6:10 p.m. on Thursday, March 21st.  I understand that my child’s 

concert begins at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Student __________________________________________    

Parent/Guardian Signature  __________________________________________ 

Classroom teacher______________________________  Date ________________________________ 

  



 

February Reading Thoughts from the TIS Reading Department 

7 Reasons Why You MUST Read Aloud To 

Your Kids At All Ages 

Katherine Stone  

 

 
I believe the fact that I read aloud to my children is the single most important contributing factor 

to their success in school. 

Just reading. Out loud. Every night.  

And here’s what I want you to know: You should definitely, absolutely, without any question 

read aloud to your kids. All the time. And not just when they’re little. 

We are so obsessed with reading in my house that when we went on a Spring Break trip to New 

York City a couple of years ago we made sure to visit the Scholastic store in addition to the 

Statue of Liberty.  I might as well have Random House Children’s Books on speed dial. Barnes 

& Noble is among the three stores I frequent more than any other, and the vast majority of the 

money I spend there is on children’s books. In fact, I am so in love with reading that I want to 

make sure other children have things to read, too. Whenever we’re done with kids’ books at my 

house we either donate them to the local library or to my children’s school’s library. At our 

neighborhood-wide garage sale a few weeks ago, my kids handed out a free children’s book to 

every family that came by with kids. 

I have read aloud to my children since they were little, and I continue to do so. I think that’s 

vitally important. I continue to read aloud with my 11-year-old when he’s not still buried under 

  

https://www.babble.com/contributor/katstone/
https://www.babble.com/babble-voices/something-fierce-katherine-stone/files/2013/05/Fotolia_39584753_XS.jpg
https://www.babble.com/babble-voices/something-fierce-katherine-stone/files/2013/05/Fotolia_39584753_XS.jpg
http://www.scholastic.com/sohostore/
http://www.randomhousekids.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
https://www.babble.com/babble-voices/something-fierce-katherine-stone/files/2013/05/Fotolia_39584753_XS.jpg


homework at bedtime. I won’t ever stop reading to him until he says he doesn’t want to anymore, 

and even then I’ll probably beg him to let me keep doing it anyway. We read books. We read 

magazines like Spider and National Geographic Kids for my daughter and National Geographic, 

the grownup version, for my son. They read on their iPads. 

Also, every night I have my daughter read aloud to me for 15 minutes or so before I read to her. 

She’s seven years old, just finishing up first grade, and when she was tested a couple of weeks 

ago her reading level was at 5th grade. I’m convinced, beyond a doubt, that it’s because we make 

sure that reading is a focus at home and we don’t just leave it to the school to make it a priority. 

All it takes is a few minutes of a parent’s time to make a huge difference. 

Reading to your kids is about so much more than simply teaching them to read in kindergarten or 

first grade. Here are seven great reasons why you should be obsessed with reading aloud daily to 

your children, no matter their age: 

1. It’s time spent together. Reading time is time when you’re focusing on no one else and 

nothing else but them. It’s impossible to read to your kid and look at your smartphone or watch 

TV at the same time. I read to each of my children separately before bed. This lets me spend 

quality time with them individually. It makes for a longer bedtime ritual, but I don’t care because 

I love it. 

2. It’s a conversation starter. Books always give us a reason to talk with each other, even if we 

don’t feel like we have anything to talk about. It keeps communication open. 

3. It’s a great way to talk about emotional health. We talk about the things that happen in the 

stories, how we would feel if they happened to us, and how we might deal with such events the 

same or differently. Books have helped me broach topics that I might not have thought to raise if 

it weren’t for the subject matter in the story. 

4. It’s a great way to honor the individuality in your children. I read different things to my 

daughter than I do to my son. We go to the bookstore and they pick out books about topics about 

which they are interested. Through paying attention to what they want to read, I can learn more 

about what their likes and dislikes are, including what they might want to be when they grow up. 

5. You can open up new worlds for your kids. Reading allows you to introduce your kids to 

things that their school curriculum just doesn’t have the time or perhaps even the interest to 

cover. My 6th grader has recently expressed an interest in industrial design, so I’m on a hunt for 

cool books about the design of cars and about architecture. Dear publishers: Please publish more 

books for young readers about these things!! We don’t just need stories about zombies and 

vampires.  

6. You get a wealth of information on where your children might need help.  Through 

reading aloud to my children I’ve been able to teach them the meaning of words they still didn’t 

understand. They have better vocabularies. They have better comprehension skills and 

understanding of abstract concepts. And reading allows them to excel not just in language arts, 

but in all of their subjects. I’ve been able to see when my daughter was ready to read on her own 

— she started pushing me out of the way and reading the words herself — and also to see if and 

when she needs help. 

http://www.cricketmag.com/SDR-SPIDER-Magazine-for-Kids-ages-6-9
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/


7. It can lead to a lifelong love of reading in your kids. If you do it right, by reading like you 

mean it — which means getting into the story, changing your voice to reflect what is happening 

and not droning on like you hate what you’re reading — your children will learn to love reading 

on their own. My 11-year-old has now read more than 25,000 pages in his lifetime. How do I 

know this? For fun, together we created an Excel spreadsheet (OCD, anyone?) where we record 

the books he has read and how many pages were in them. He loves that little sheet, because it 

gives him a sense of accomplishment and he can look back on all that he has read and remember 

his favorites. 

Reading is awesome, and even better, it’s accessible to all through our country’s public library 

system. So please, get out there and read to your babies and, most importantly, don’t quit. 

 

  

http://www.atyourlibrary.org/
http://www.atyourlibrary.org/


 

 
 

 

The Tolland Intermediate School yearbook staff is working hard to deliver 

an exciting 2023-2024 TIS Yearbook featuring many new things 

encompassing our school year! 

The cost is $20 per book. Please visit www.jostens.com or scan the QR 

code to the right to order your yearbook and support contactless 

payment.  

1. Click “Order Yearbook” 

2. Enter “Tolland Intermediate School” in the search field, then follow 

the prompts! 

Should you prefer to pay by check, please send in payment (made out to TIS SAA) in a 

clearly marked envelope with your child’s name, grade, and homeroom teacher. 

 

PHOTOS NEEDED 

 

We need your photos! Feel free to share: first day of school photos, spirit days, 

events/fundraisers, fun candid school photos, and more! 
 

Please submit photos to our yearbook sharing site at: 

https://images.jostens.com/0v0NfveFGFxV0NDA4KzjvTw or scan the QR 

code to the right for a quick, easy upload.  

Be sure to include a brief description of the images uploaded to be sure they 

are included in the correct section of our yearbook. 

https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A02184737
https://images.jostens.com/0v0NfveFGFxV0NDA4KzjvTw


 

 

 

  



 

Tolland Family Resource Center  

Preschool 2024-2025 
 

Our preschool programs promote child-initiated exploration in a safe, secure, and 

nurturing environment. All classes provide a balance of play, social time, and 

structured learning activities.  

 

Tolland FRC 3’s Preschool for three-year-olds  

Schedule: Tuesday and Thursday - 9:00am – 12:00pm / located at Birch Grove in 

room B14 

Children must be 3 on or before December 31, 2024. 
 

Tolland FRC 4’s Preschool for four-year-olds 

Schedule: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday – 9:00am-12:00pm/ located at Birch 

Grove in room B14 

Children must be 4 on or before December 31, 2024. 

 

Creative Preschool for 3- to 5-year-olds 

Schedule: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday - 9:00am – 12:00pm / located at 

Tolland High School room 85. 

Children must be 3 on or before December 31, 2024. 

 

Kindergarten Readiness for those children not eligible for kindergarten due to the 

new state regulation. 

Schedule: Monday – Friday 9:00-3:00 /located at Birch Grove in room B12. 

Children must be 4 on or before September 1, 2024. 

 

How can you help your child succeed in preschool? 

A positive preschool experience can help set your child up for future success in 

kindergarten and beyond. You can help to ensure your child will flourish in a 

preschool class by working on the following readiness skills: 

- Listening and following simple directions. 

- Expressing wants and needs verbally. 

- Following a routine with multiple transitions. 

- Sharing and taking turns with friends and family. 

- Self-help skills such as getting dressed, using the restroom, and eating 

lunch/snack with minimal assistance. 
 



We strongly encourage families to begin working on toilet learning prior to the 

start of the school year. Please let us know if you need support and guidance 

during this learning process. 

 

FRC Preschool 2024-2025 Registration Form                    
 

  

https://cdnsm5-ss2.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/FRC/Preschool%20Registration%202024-2025%20(4).pdf


 

 

  Join the Family Resource Center’s School Age Care Programs 

 Where friendships are formed.  

We provide time for homework, snacks, free play, crafts, and outside play.  

We hold programs at both Birch Grove Primary School and Tolland Intermediate 

School.  

We provide morning care from 7:00 am-until the start of school and after school 

care from the close of school until 6:00 pm. 

We are open on scheduled early release days as well as all Teacher Inservice & 

Parent Teacher Conference Days.  

Please follow the link to register. 

FRC 2024-2025 SAC Registration Form 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

https://cdnsm5-ss2.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/FRC/2024-2025%20SAC%20Registration.pdf


TIS SPIRITWEAR! 

 

Please see the new sales on TIS Swag! Save 25% on all 1/4 Zips 

We are running a great promotion this week. All 1/4 zips are discounted 25%! This 

includes Nike, Adidas and Badger 1/4 zips! We are also featuring a women's-cut Adidas 

1/4 zip! Your new sale ad is below. A direct link to all 1/4 zips is: 

https://1stplacespiritwear.com/collection/109626?style=1/4+Zips 

1/4 Zips Social Copy 

This week only, save 25% on all TIS 1/4 zips! This includes styles from Nike, Adidas 

and Badger! Shop Now: https://1stplace.sale/109626 

Upcoming Weekly Promotions 

Each week we will feature a different product line at a discounted price! Upcoming 

promotions include: 

• 1/29: Crewneck Sweatshirts $10 off 

• 2/5: Pajama Pants $10 off 

• 2/12: Water Bottles: 25% off 

TIS Links: 

• Store Link: https://1stplace.sale/109626 

 

 

 

  

http://click.email.1stplacespiritwear.com/?qs=c5a1d953407b66b520081732b004837e90b132f8855306d06caf83f6b3071135eb2bfe1ba1d9d97e461f8f16665c839a799a6adf117880ce
https://1stplace.sale/109626
http://click.email.1stplacespiritwear.com/?qs=c5a1d953407b66b54808fb30f601fe49f59ada47aeb0573b800ce5c7b3300785c2fc17523e3f5b3277da3e7b90fc03d12c02b9ad83574e90


 

FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE: 

Appropriate Outerwear and Appropriate Footwear 

 

Two reminders for your student. Please remind them to know their 

scheduled day for gym class. They should be wearing appropriate athletic 

footwear to participate in required gym activities. Should you have any 

questions please reach out to kdowning@tolland.k12.ct.us  OR you may 

contact the nurse. If your student does not know their gym day, have them 

check their class schedule.  If they do not usually wear athletic shoes, a 

good option would be for them to have a labeled pair they keep in their 

locker.  

 

Winter weather and outdoor recess. Your student should plan to have 

appropriate outerwear for cooler temperatures. If the weather is 20 

degrees F and calm, recess is most likely outdoors. Days where there is 

snow on the ground and the temperature is warm enough; outdoor play 

will likely occur. Please help your student plan to bring, or wear, the 

appropriate outdoor gear for their comfort level. Boots are needed to play 

in the snow. 

  

mailto:kdowning@tolland.k12.ct.us


  



 

  



 

   

  





 

School Meals 2023-2024:  
All students are eligible for a free breakfast each day. Students who qualify for free or reduced-
price meals will also be eligible to receive one free lunch daily. ALL OTHER  
LUNCHES WILL BE CHARGED AT THE CURRENT LUNCH PRICE PER SCHOOL.    
  

Payment for these lunches is the responsibility of the parent or guardian.  
The district participates in the National School Lunch Program and Breakfast Program 

which offers students nutritionally balanced meals daily. The lunch period is 30 

minutes. Proper manners are always expected in the cafeteria. Free and reducedprice 

meals are available based on financial need. Information on this program may be 

obtained from the main office or Abby Kassman-Harned, the Food Service Director, at 

aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us or 870-6854.   
  

We use a Point-of-Sale System that allows you to put money into an account for your 

child to purchase meals.    
  

Scanning – All students will be scanned unless the parent or guardian opts out of this 

biometric identification procedure. When your child comes through the service line, 

he/she will scan his/her finger as a means of identification.    
  

Payments – The cost of lunch at Birch Grove and Tolland Intermediate school is $3.15. 

One school breakfast is free for all students. One milk is provided for each lunch and 

breakfast. Ala carte milk is $0.75. You may sign up for “My School Account” and make 

your payments online. Your child may give payment along with a form to his/her 

classroom teacher to send to the office, or he/she may bring payment directly to the 

cashier in the cafeteria at mealtime. Your payment may take us a few days to process. 

It is important to keep a positive balance in your students’ accounts. If you have any 

questions or concerns, you may contact us at 860-870-6854 or 

aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us  
  

    
  
 

 

  

  

https://www.myschoolaccount.com/
https://www.myschoolaccount.com/


  

   The End             

     

                                  


